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T was in the reign of the first Queen‘ Elizabeth that that remarkable 
[spirituat and moral change passed over the English nation which has been 
so vividly described by the historian, John Richard Green. ‘ England 
became the people of a book, and that book was the Bible. It was as yet the 
one English book which was familiar to every Englishman ; it was read at 


churches and read at home, and everywhere its words, as they fell on ears 


which custom had not deadened, kindled a startling enthusiasm.” 

Green goes on to describe the effect of the Bible on the character of 
the people at large—an effect which was, as he says, simply amazing. “* One 
dominant influence told on human action: and all the activities that had 
been called into life by the age that was passing away were seized, concen- 
trated, and steadied to a definite aim by thé spirit of religion. The whole 
temper of the nation felt the change. A new conception of life and of man 
superseded the old. A new moral and religious impulse spread Grough 
every c 

Once again a sovereign bearing the honoured name of Elizabeth occupies 
the throne of the nation. Admittedly this new Elizabethan age is in many 
respects strangely different from that of four hundred years ago ; but in 
one — at any rate it is strikingly similar in that it is an era of — 
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and, transition ; an ere in which. now social and intellectual movements 
are challenging and changing the whole pattern uman existence. | 
What is going to shape the thinking of this new age and mould the 


pattern of our nation’s life ? Will the materialistic spirit and secular outlook 


dominate in the end and rob us of the last remaining vestiges of our Christian 
civilization ? Or will the nation rediscover its soul by a recovery of spiritual 
values and a return to the thing; of God ? 


* * * 


HE answer to that question—and in effect the ultimate destiny of the 

nation—will depend upon the place accorded to the Bible in the 

affairs of our people—in society, in politics, in education, in commerce, 
and in the home. To say that it is the Bible that has made Britain great is 
not simply to utter a pious platitude. On no other basis is it possible to 
account for the history of the British nation since the sixteenth century 
and for the development of what has come to be known as the British 
way of life. | 2 

It is related that on one occasion during the late war Lord Beaverbrook 
was having an interview with Stalin in Moscow. In the course of their 
conversation he asked Stalin what he had talked about with Lady Astor 
when she visited him. “The Bible,” answered Stalin. Intrigued by the 
world influence of these small British Isles, it appears that Stalin had asked 
his visitor how she could explain it. Her reply was something like this~ 


’“ The Bible, coming to Britain many years ago, found us a common little 


people, but it made us into an uncommon little people.” 

Far more than is generally realized or acknowledged, the Bible has 
entered into the warp and woof of our national life. It has moulded our 
character, informed our la jloured our literature, guided our moral 
standards, inspired our social reforms, and sweetened our home life. For 
all their faults, the British would not be the “ uncommon little people ” 
they are to-day if it were not for the influence—direct and indirect—of the 

But plainly this is no time for complacency or self-congratulation. 
The religious condition of our country to-day gives grave cause for alarm. 


For those who have eyes to see it is only too clear.that we have more than 


exhausted the. spiritual capital of the past. We desperately need to become, 
once again, a people of the book and to enthrone the Word of God in the life 
of the nation. The deepest problems confronting our leaders and legislators 


. at the present time are at root religious problems. The mounting figures for. 


crime and the alarming increase in juvenile delinquency ; the multiplication 
of divorces and the breakdown of family life ; the low standards of honesty 


- and decency and the disregard for things sacred and divine—these are but 


evidences of a sickness at the heart of the nation which ‘is beyond the skill 
of man to help or heal. Some power outside of man is needed—some | 


Spiritual dynamic, some regenerative force—to change human nature and 
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kindle in the heart of man a new capacity for righteousness., And that is 
where the Bible comes in. “ Because it proclaims that Power, because in it 
man finds himself confronted by a God who shows him not only what he 
is but how he can become what he ought to be, because there is here made 
plain a way of peace which is not man’s invention but God’s gift, the Bible 
is disturbingly relevant to our modern world in all its agony.” 

Men have tried to build a new world without God—and they have failed. 
Politicians and economists have planned an order of life designed to satisfy 
man’s material wants without taking into account his spiritual needs ; 
and the earthly paradise of prosperity and happiness which they have so 
confidently promised has proved to be no more than an elusive dream, a 
taunting mirage, a fleeting will-o’-the-wisp. And no wonder. Life without 
God does not work. Human society can only achieve stability and harmony 
as it is founded on the rock of divine truth. Man neglects the laws of God . 
to his, utmost peril. 


the hour is—to quote phrase used Queen 

the Queen Mother in 1944—to “bring the Bible back to the people and the 

people back to the Bible.” As Sir Edward Boyle, M.P., has said, “Nothing 
is so important than that we should again become a nation of men and 
women who know their Bible really well. We should read our Bible not 
only in the spirit of devotion but as thoughtfully and intelligently as possible. 
The Bible is the Word of God, and because of this we must expect it to-- 
challenge us and make us feel uncomfortable.” 

When Her Majesty is crowned in Westminster Abbey on June 2nd of 
next year, she will be handed a copy of the Bible, with these words : “ Our 
gracious Queen, we present you with this Book, the most valuable thing that 
this world affords. Here is Wisdom ; this is the Royal Law ; these are the 
lively Oracles of God.” 

our nation and to set the keynote of the reign of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 
II ! No greater blessing could be envisaged for this new Elizabethan age than 
that our people should become again the’people of a book, and that book 
the Bible. But plainly if there is to be a return to the Bible on the part of the &g 
nation, there must first be a return to the Bible on the part of the Church. 

It is at this point that our subject presents a challenge to all who profess 7 
and call themselves Christians. What does the Bible really mean to us? 
Do we know it as we should ? Are we constantly applying ourselves to the 4 
study of it ? Do we commend it by word and example ? And in our Church | 

life, is the authority of the Bible fully recognized, and is its message being 
faithfully taught ? These are questions which should certainly be seriously 
pondered by those who, as Evangelical she see claim to be people of 
the Book. Fe 
Envoys Peace (Bible Societ}” s Report, 1952), pS. 
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HEADQUARTERS NOTES 


Executive We are pleased to report 
Council that Mr. Oliver Stott of 

Southampton has accepted 
an invitation to join the Council of the 
World's Evangelical Alliance. Mr. 
Stott is widely known throughout South- 
West England as a preacher and evan- 
gelist, and also as the organiser of youth 
evangelistic enterprises. The Council 
will look forward to welcoming him at 
their September meeting, and will 
greatly profit by his advice and experi- 
ence in days to come. 


The Overseas Our readers will be well 
aware of the plans which 
the Alliance have had in 
view for some time to 


-miake a contribution towards meeting 


the need for suitable accommodation in 
London for overseas students studying 
in this country. We are pleased to 
report that in October Nos. 1 and 2 
Bedford Place, W.C.1. will be opened 
under the name of “ Alliance Club ” as 
the first of these residential hostels. There 
will be accommodation for about 28 

is hoped that many non-residential 
members will also be able to make we of 
the premises. 


Mr. Ronald Young has been appoint- 
ed as Warden. He has had teaching 


experience in a mission school in the 


Middle East, and more recently has had 
considerable contact with overseas 
students while studying at London 


University. He will be assisted by Miss . 


Marion Piper, who will take charge of 
all the domestic arrangements. She has 
a domestic science diploma and has had 
previous experience on the domestic 
staff of a teachers’ training college where 
she has 
work among students. Mr. Young and 


é 


opportunities for Christian 


of our readers as they embark on this 
new and important venture._ 

The Club will be run -in close co- 
operation with the Inter-Varsity Fellow- 
ship ; and the I.V.F., in addition to 
undertaking the responsibility for intro- — 
ducing students, will give considerable 
help on the spiritual side of the work. 
It is hoped that the Club will be a means 
of strengthening the faith of those 
students who are already Christians and 


will also become a centre of evangelism. 


Medical Nos. 31 and 32 Bedford 
Missionary Place (adjoining our Head- 
Association quarters) are being taken 
over by the Medical 
Missionary Association, whichis moving 
from its former house in Chislehurst. 
This hostel will also be opened in 
October and will accommodate about 
20 medical students, many of whom are 
preparing to go to the mission field. 
Dr. and Mrs. Bennett will be responsible 
for the running of this hostel, and it will | 
also become the headquarters of the 
M.M.A. One section of the Associa- 
tion’s work will be the distribution of 
medical implements and supplies to the 
mission field, which are being obtained 
from surplus stocks in this country. 


Financial We have been encouraged 


and Prayer by the response made to 
Support our letter enclosed in the 
last issue of EVANGELICAL 


CHRISTENDOM, but we are still a long 


way from the total sum required for 


the adequate equipment and running of 
these hostels. We do again. commend 
this work to the generosity of our 
readers. It may be that there are some 
who intended to respond to that letter 
and have not yet done' so; we trust 
that this further reminder will elicit 
their response. In any case we shall 
greatly value the prayer support of our 
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Church, Woburn Square, W.C.1, will 
also be devoting a considerable part of 
his time to the World’s Evangelical 
Alliance in the capacity of Editorial 
Secretary. As our readers are aware, 
Mr. Colquhoun has been the editor of 
EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM for the 
past two and a half years, and in this 
way he has been closely identified 
with the activities of the Alliance. As 
Editorial Secretary he will be respon- 
sible for developing the literature side 
of the work, more especially in con- 
nection with the Universal Week of 
Prayer and the Alliance’s evangelistic 
programme. 


The Universal The programme for 
Week of Prayer the Universal Week of 

Prayer, 1953, which 
will be observed from January 4th to 
lith, has been prepared by an Indian 
Christian minister. Plans are well in 
hand for the world-wide observance of 


countries for translation and distribu- 
tion. Here at home, 1953 being 
Coronation Year, it is our hope that 
the Week of Prayer will be observed 
on a larger scale than ever before. 
The organization at Headquarters is 


the widest possible distribution of the 


CHRISTENDOM, we shall publish details 


in charge of Christ. 


widely among the churches in the 
interests of evangelical fellowship, 
engaging in a Bible ministry and con- 
ferring with leaders. 


The World Reference has been made 


Evangelical in recent issues of EvAN-. 


Fellowship GELICAL CHRISTENDOM to 

the formation of the World 
Evangelical Fellowship following the 
international conference at Woud- 
schoten last August. The. Executive 
Committee of W.E.F. is meeting in 
this country on August 27th and 28th 


at Pirbright, Woking, at the kind .. 
invitation. of Lieut-Gen. Sic Arthur 
and Lady Smith. 


Members from 
America and the Continent will be 
present at this conference, a report of 
which will appear in our next issue. 


A meeting of the Asian Executive © 


of W.E.F. took place in India earlier 


this year and the next full meeting of | 


being intensified in order to create new 


interest in this movement and to ensure 


the General Committee will be held 
at Clarens in Switzerland in July, 1953." — 


+. 


| _—readers that this new venture may be [i 
& abundantly blessed of God and be a programme. 
: real means of helping many of these | 
- young men while they are in England. 
It is our hope and prayer that once these ine centr meetings ana oc 
two hostels are established, others of a able to give further information con- 
similar nature will also be opened a8 cerning the arrangements in other parts. 
| funds and suitable property become 
iiccccues South § Reports from what was once 
2 America called “the Neglected Con- 
Editorial We are glad to announce tinent "" show that the Spirit 
: Secretary that the Rev. Frank of God is working mightily there. 
4 Colquhoun, who has recently There are now more evangelicals in 
been appointed by the Bishop of Brazil than in France, Spain, Portugal, 
London to be EE = italy and other Latin areas of Europe 
together. It is a cause for rejoicing 
that the indigenous churches in the 
South American Republics are pre- 
dominantly evangelical. 
During this autumn and winter the 
Rev. John Savage, a member of the 
W.E.A. Council, will be visiting South 
America, together with North American 
Christian leaders. They will travel 
the Week, and programmes have : 
already been sent to many overseas 
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DR. BILLY GRAHAM 


Invitation to Conduct Great London Crusade, 1954 — 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM was 4 

report of the reception given to Dr. 
Billy Graham in the Church House, 
Westminster, when he visited London 
in March ofthis year. Many of our 
readers will doubtless have seen an 
announcement which ~ subsequently 
appeared in the Christian Press, to the 
effect that considerable interest had been 
aroused in the possibility of Dr. 
Graham conducting an evangelistic 
campaign in this country in the not-too- 
distant future. 


[Evanomace in the May issue of 


Visit to America 
During the intervening months the 
whole position has been fully explored 
and consultations have also taken place 


with representatives of the Christian 
Churches in this country. 


Further, Dr. Graham extended an 
urgent invitation to the Secretary of the 
W.E.A. to visit the United States in the 
early part of July, in order that he might 


have an opportunity of seeing one of his ~ 


campaigns in actual progress and of 
assessing the work that was being done. 
Accordingly Mr. Cattell, accompanied ~ 
by Mr. John Cordle, Treasurer of the 
Alliance, flew to America on June 27th 
and were given a very warm welcome in 
Jackson, the capital city of Mississippi, 


pens Pie Graham was conducting a 


There they witnessed great crowds of 
upwards of 20,000 assembling night 
after night in the stadium for the 
_ ¢vangelistic service, and were able to 
observe the work at first hand, and from 
every point of view. They were also 
able to meet the various members of 
the team who assist Dr. Graham in his 


campaigns and to be present in the | 


Studio during the broadcast of one of 


his weekly progranimes, which it is 
estimated are listened to’ by approx- 
imately 30,006,000 people each Sunday. 
Above all, they had ample time for 
conferring with Dr. Graham and his 
assistants concerning the possibilities 
and implications of an evangelistic 
campaign in Great Britain. 

Both Mr. Cordle and Mr. Cattell 
"were deeply impressed by what they 


saw in Jackson—not least by the 


absence of any undue emotional pressure 


in the services and in the preaching of 


the Gospel. It was a great inspiration 


to be in the midst of a Work so evidently | 


owned of God and to be conscious of 


the tremendous prayer backing sur- 
- rounding the work. It was an inspira- 
tion, too, to meet many of those who — 
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of Dr. Graham's ministry 


have committed their lives to Christ 


allowance is made for American methods 
of publicity and for the widespread 
interest in religion—which is reflected 
in the large percentage of regular 
church members, especially in the 
Southern States—there is no real 
explanation of what is now taking 
place in every city visited by Dr. 
Holy Spirit of God. 


Will It Happen Here ? 


In the light of the suggestion that Dr. 
Graham be invited to .visit Great 


forgotten that practically all the pub- 


licity methods available in the U.S.A. 


by Press, radio and television, are 
scarcely available in this country. 
Nevertheless, there are many who 
are firmly convinced that if the minority 
of truly believing Christian men and 
women of all denominations will unite 


and pray as they have never prayed 


before, and be prepared to work in a 
way that will cost, there is no reason 
why there should not be as great an 
outpouring of the Spirit of God in 


As an outcome of the recent con- . 
sultations that have taken place and the 
visit to the United States by Mr. Cordle 
and Mr. Cattell, the Council of the 


meeting on July 24th, unanimously 
extended an invitation to Dr. Graham 
to visit London for an evangelistic 
crusade in the early spring of 1954. It 


and Mave experienced tne transiOrmins in the United States. 
power of the Gospel. Even when full 
Loadon Crusade, 1954 
| World’s Evangelical Alliance, at its 
denominational body like the W.E.A. 
a rather than be Officially linked with 
been asked, “Will the same thing any of the ecclesiastical organisations. 
happen here?” This is indeed a A representative committee is in 
difficult question to answer. It is process of formation. Further details 
impossible to ignore the very great with regard to this and other matters 
: differences that exist between the will be made known in subsequent 
United States and Great Britain on the issues of EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM 
| spiritual level, or to overlook the and in the Christian Press. Meanwhile, 
almost complete apathy of the great we especially invited the prayers of all | 
masses of our British people to any- our readers that the Council of the 
5 thing religious. Nor should it be Alliance and all others concerned may | 
Dn be guided aright in the planning of and 
ee preparatory work for what may prove 
to be the greatest evangelistic impact 
that this country has known during | 
the -present century. Prayer is also 
invited for Dr. Billy Graham, that in 
the ever-increasing influence he is 
exercising in the United States through 
his campaigns and weekly broadcasts, 
he may be given all the needed strength 
and wisdom, and may be kept in that 
place where the Spirit of God can 
continue to use him to the full. 
/ j \ é 
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THE EVANGELISTIC SECRETARY 


News of Missions conducted by the Rev. R. Rees 


UR readers will be glad to have 

news of recent Evangelistic Cam- 

paigns conducted by the Rev. 
R. Rees, particularly those who support 
him in prayer in this important work. 
We therefore append brief reports of 
missions conducted earlier in the year 
at Boston (Lincs.) and Northwood 
(Middx.) 


BOSTON 


No mission of any kind had been held 
in the parish of Holy Trinity, Boston, 
for 30 years. Preparations for Mr. 
Rees’s campaign began in Lent of 1951, 


_ when the missioner paid a preliminary 


visit to the parish and the members of 
the church entered upon a course of 
study and training. The whole parish 
was visited twice with special literature 
and in this way many new contacts 
were made. 

The ten days of the 1 were so 
arranged as to includéspecial meetings 
for young people as well as services for 


men on Sunday afternoons, and meet- 
ings for women. The Bishop of the 
Diocese came for a 


commissioning 
. Service on the first night, and from then 


onwards the congregations increased in 
number, including many who normally 
had little or nothing to do with church 
life. A supplementary choir was in 
constant attendance, and each service 
was marked by a real enthusiasm and 
deeply serious attention. Several schools 
in the town were visited by the missi 
with good results. 


_ Mr. Rees was able to have personal 
talks with a number of people, and there 


ance of Christ as Saviour and Lord. 


were many who signified their accept- 
Some have already offered themselves 


for Christian service. In the church 
there is a new desire for spiritual things 
and a deeper enthusiasm. | 


The feature of the mission at 


Emmanuel, Northwood (vicar, the Rev. 
R. Iliff), was the thorough and efficient 
work of preparation during the pre- 


- ¢eding months. The mission took as its 
' slogan “ This Is The Way,” with a 


symbol of a signpost which eventually 
became a cross. A series of four posters 
was put out and two leaflets were issued. 
These latter were distributed throughout 
the parish by a team of visitors. The 
missioner twice met the Committee for 
consultation, and on one occasion 
preached to the evening congregation, 


_in—preparation for the campaign. 


God greatly honoured the prayer, the 
planning, and the personal effort. Over 
500 people, among them many strangers 


to the church, attended the opening . 


service, and the tense silence accorded 


_ to the missioner as he delivered his first 


message was evidence that many people 
were arxious to hear of the Christian 


way. Saturday saw a much smaller | 


attendance, but on the Sunday the 


Congregations fluctuated in fa the early 
part of the week, but built up again as 
time went on ; until, in spite of a spell 
of bad weather, large congregations 
attended and there was a most evident 
eagerness to hear more of what the 


missioner could tell of Christ, the Way, 


the Truth and the Life. During the ten 
days, a large number of people had 


personal talks with Mr. Rees and many © 


took decision cards and signed them, 
| | 
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RECENT WORK (University, and Barrow-in-Furness. A 
More recently, Mr. Rees has con-. more detailed list of engagements, for 
ducted a mission at Leigh, a village of Prayer_interset, is printed below. 
some 1,000 people, a few miles from 
Tonbridge. In addition to well attended September 


prayer meetings at 6.45 a.m., and the 6-7 Youth Week-end, Bexleyheath. 


evening mission services, the feature of 13-20 Hildenborough Hall. 


the. Campaign was the “ squashes” in 21 Christ Church, Roxeth.. 
people’s houses. A dozen or more such 22-23 Poole Convention. 
squashes were held during the week and 25 R.A.F.' Station, Halton, 
the best work was done in this way in | Bucks. 

the homes of the people. 30- 


Mr. Rees also reports a useful week- Oct. 2 Barnet Convention. 
end recently with the Sutton Crusaders, | 
and a great week-end at Cambridge with October 
the C.1.C.C.U. (Cambridge Inter-Col- 3\4 ‘Birmingham University., 


legiate Christian Union) ; he says: “It - (7 Crawley. ~ 

was wonderful to see well over 300 10-22 Mission, Edgware Parish 
undergraduates at a Bible Reading on Church. 

the Saturday evening and to pray with 24-26 Elfinsward, Haywards Heath. 
fully 150 at a Sunday Prayer Meeting. 28 Cambridge. 


And what shall I say of Holy Trinity 
Church filled with undergraduates for November 


an evangelistic service on Sunday 1 Crowborough Parish Church. 
evening ? It was an excellent service and 2 Bromley Girl Crusaders. 
we know of a number who definitely 3- 9 Mission, R.A.F. Station, 
turned to Christ on that occasion.” Halton, Bucks. 


Mr. Rees pleads for prayer backing in 10-16 Missien, Durham University. 


~, connection with the autumn’s work. 17-23 Mission, R.A.F. Station, 


Between October and mid-December he Wunstorf, Hanover, 
will be carrying out a heavy evangel- Germany. . 

‘istic programme including missions at November 28th-December 8th. Mission, 
Edgware, Halton R.A.F. Station where Mark’s, Barrow-in- 
he was Chaplain 1934-1937, Durham Furness. 


CHRIST FOR EVERYONE 


for with the of moie-than $0408 


ministers and evangelists in the United States and Canada, is sponsoring the 


Under the title “Christ for Everyone,” the campaign will reach its climax in 
October next. Those desirous of supporting this work in prayer are invited to 
contact the British prayer sponsors of “ Christ for Everyone”’’: North Downs 
Gospel Team, 79a Central Road, Worcester’ Park, Surrey. 
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THE GOSPEL. 


By Tue Rev. JOHN SAVAGE 
(Hon. Secretary of the Latin-American Fellgwship) 
in June of this year a short visit was paid to Spain by the Rev. John Savage and the 


Rev. A. W. Goodwin Hudson (Secretary of the South American Missionary Society), 


both of whom are members of the Executive Council and Overseas Advisory 
Committee of the World’s Evangelical Alliance. In ‘the article below Mr. Savage 


gives a brief account and records some impressions of their visit. 


RRIVING immediately after the 


Eucharistic Congress, we spent 
our and a half days in Barcelona. 


Having heard what we had to say to 
them, they expressed the feeling that 
the W.E.F. platform and statement 
faith represented a 


felt the need of something similar now. 
Although they were meeting together 
regularly in Barcelona, they found it 
difficult to keep in touch with evangeli- 
cals in Madrid and other parts of Spain. 
There is no effective link between them. 


At the close of the final meeting, the 


Conditions: were somewhat different 
in Madrid. We had the privilege of 


preaching in four different churches on 
Sunday, June 8th. Two of them had 
large morning congregations (Spanish 
Reformed Church and Spanish Evan- 
gelical Church), and the other two, with 


their more distincti ively evangelistic 


A which was handed to us to serve as.an 
f Thanks ve 10n ~=introduction to all evangelicals in Spain, 
made by Mr. Ernest Trenchard and his asking them to receive us and to consider 
4 colleagues, the time was well occupied. whether our visit might not be God's 

4 We preached in three different churches call to come together in a Fellowship 
4 to fine congregations. The meeting on for mutual help and defence of evan- 

= tile last evening drew a warm-hearted, gelical rights in Spain. 

= representative gathering from all sec- Our stay in Barcelona coincided with 

z tions of evangelical work in the city. the arrival of news from Madrid that a A 
The old Methodist Church in Calle government official had visited the 

4 Ripoll, now the Spanish Evangelical Bible Society depot there and had con- F. 
; Church, was crammed. fiscated some 2,000 newly-bound New | 
; We found that all evangelical workers Testaments. | 
7 in Barcelona kept in touch with each Our visit to Barcelona and surround- 

a other, because of their common concern ing district gave us the impression that 
E: and responsibility for the Evangelical it is a time of opportunity in Cataluiia. 4 
. Hospital in that city. They have met A good work is going on in the few 3 
; monthly over a long period (except churches which are allowed to be open. t 
4 during the Civil War) to deal with Souls are being saved in surprising : 
: hospital matters. This meeting of numbers. Enquiries and enquirers are f 
4 pastors in Barcelona arranged two coming in from rural districts as well. F 
r. conferences with us. Literature is going out to such and : 
3 visits are paid to them where feasible. 
t But it is almost impossible to do any 
active evangelical work in the villages ” 
: where the power of the priest is so much ! 
4 evangelicals in Spai in evidence. 

7 days of the Spanish Evangelical Alli- Madrid 

) ance, which was dissolved when the | 


emphasis, had larger evening congre- 


gations (Baptist and Brethren). We 


believe that these services were a means 


of blessing to those who attended. 


In conference with evangelical leaders, 


we learned that the Universal Week of 
Prayer has been observed for many 
years without interruption (even during 
the Civil War)... Moreover, a united 
prayer meeting is held on the first 


situation in preparation for any possible 
change were explored. 

After being together in the two largest 
centres, Mr. Hudson and I separated in 
order to cover more ground. While Mr. 
Hudson proceeded to Seville and 


Portugal, I went to the headquarters of 
the Spanish Gospel Mission at 


Valdepefias. 
Rural Areas 
After being in industrial centres, it 


was interesting to visit a rural area, such 


as Valdepefias, especially as the workers 
had gathered there for a short Bible 


| _ Training Course. Although the kind of 


worker required there is different from 
the one who aspires to become pastor 
of a settled church, the men who came 
in for the short Bible Training Course 
appeared to be in no way inferior to 
those who were visited in the United 


Seminary in Madrid. — 


= 


Some Major Difficulties 


Before bringing this article to a close, 
I should like to draw attention to some 
major difficulties in connection with 
-evangelical work in Spain: 

1. Marriace. All Spanish subjects, 
who have been baptized in the Roman 
Catholic Church, when they desire to 
marry, must come before the parish 
priest. 
ceased to practising Roman 
Catholic, or hts have become an 
evangelical, he is nevertheless obliged to 
be married in the priest’s presence. The 
dilemma set before evangelicals is pain- 
ful in its issues. Rarely is a young couple 
blessed with evangelical parents on both 
2. Mitrrary Service. The issue of 
either compromise or a clear stand with 


addition to teachi im the 
Course and the 
§=6workers, I had the of 
addressing three public 
: blessing, and much was 
hand of the difficult circumstances I 
which these men are carrying on their 
splendid work. 
Life in the rural areas is so dominated | 
sday Of each month, except during °Y Rome, that while evangelicals may 
the summer. These united meetings, °° aay ny life is made almost 
w'In Seville, Mr. Hudson addressed | 
| Spanish Alliance. Although united meeting of all four Protestant 
te + Churches. Under the spiritual leader- ! 
the meetings have been maintained, it = ‘ 
seemed that they had lost a measure Ship of the Rev. Molina, a real spirit of 1 
of vitality unity exists, and united monthly meet- ; 
ak ings are held. The churches are widely : 
While all the pastors agreed that ,onarated in different districts. Mr. | 
evangelicals in Spain need some kind tydson had two meetings with the 
| of effective ‘ink with each other, the jeaders and all welcomed the W.E.F. ? 
" majority affirmed that the time is Not statement of faith. They were adverse to | 
F. hat any list of members being drawn up,. 7 
q dué to their experience in the Civil War. 
ance sucn af : Many of the people making these | 
4 between them. Ways of meeting the pain Re are poor tte have 
( suffered much. The only message must 7 
; be the Word of God. | 
a 
| 
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regard to the Mass is forced upon the 
young recruit in a strange, difficult atmo- 
sphere. If he fails to worship the Host 


during the military parade, he is punished | 
for an offence against military discipline, 


in the military gaol. Unless steps are 
able to be taken to secure his exemption, 
the process is repeated when he attends 
his next Mass parade after serving his 
term of punishment. 

3. Meetinc Piaces. Evangelicals 
have some 240 centres in Spain, but 
they enjoy official authorization for 


worship in only a very small minority 


of these. A mighty work for God is 
going on in the relatively few buildings 
plest meeting, whether in a private home 
or in an unobtrusive hall, is clandestine 
and is liable to closure and the-leaders 
exposed to punishment. 

4. Impossisitiry oF 
Active Work OUTSIDE THE LARGER 
CENTRES. Visitors to places like Barce- 
lona and Madrid may be surprised to see 
fine churches full of evangelicals. But 
there is a Spain which the average 
visitor does not see or know. Life in the 
provinces is so organised ‘that, while 
evangelicals may not be killed outright, 
life is made intolerable for them. The 
result is a tendency on the part of in- 
evangelicals to migrate to the 


““Americas, seeking a fuller life. | 
5.  Lrrerature. While a certain 


amount of printing is being undertaken 
in Spain, at personal risk, there is a 
desperate need and hunger for sound 
evangelical books in Spanish. Workers 
are crying out for books with which to 
begin and to build up their own per- 
sonal libraries, and also for books with 


which to help the people. 


What Can Be Done ? 
The question, ““ Why have.you come 


to Spain?” was put to us in various 
\ Ways by different people. It was hinted 


that visits did not seem to achieve much. 
Moreover, it was stated that, apart from 
those who help their specific denomina- 
tion or organisation, the only inter- 
denominational body which has brought 
help to evangelicals in Spain is the Com- 
mittee of Inter-Church Aid (W.C.C.). 

As we listened to what one and 


another had to say, we realised that our 


terms of reference did not include any 
offer of material assistance, but that we 
would help them to take new steps in 


. their own way, encouraging them in the 


Lord and strengthening their hands in 
fellowship. It appears that no previous 
visit had helped them to consider form- 
ing a Spanish Evangelical Fellowship or 
resurrecting the Spanish Evangelical 
Alliance. It became clear that neither 
the W.C.C. nor the IL.C.C.C. could 
bring them together. 

While evangelicals in Spain are 
handling this matter in their own way 
(and it is no easy matter), the W.E.F. 
may be able to serve them in certain 
directions : 

1. Supplying evangelical workers with 
sound books in Spanish. 

2. Assisting the circulation of litera- 
ture among all evangelicals in Spain. 
3. Helping to bring selected Spanish 
evangelicals to this country for further 
training in the London Bible College. 

4. Receiving, using and publicising 
factual accounts of events in Spain. 

5. Educating public opinion in Pro- 


_ testant countries regarding Roman 


Catholic intolerance in Spain. 

6. Awakening much prayer on behalf 
of evangelicals in Spain. — 
_ Whatever may be done, it is most 
important that evangelicals in Spain 
should be helped to look to the Lord 
rather than to London, New York or 
Geneva for help. The greatest contri- _ 
bution we can make is to help them tap 
the infinite resources of God’s grace, 
and to _ strengthen their ort in. 
doing so. 


J 
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darger centres, and emigrate to the 
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THEY ALL MAY ONE’’ 
By Tue Rev. J, R. W. Storr, M.A. 
(Rector of All Souls’, Langham Place, W.1) 
The following Bible Reading was given by the Rev. J. R. W. Stott at the conclusion 


of the Hildenborough Hall Conference held in February of this year. 


In previous 


studies during the Conference Mr. Stott had dealt with the earlier sections of the 
| same chapter. 


have been treading on holy 
ground as we have been studying 
this chapter together. We have 
overheard the Lord at prayer. We have 
heard Him pray for Himself, that He 
might be glorified ; for His Church that 
it might be sanctified ; for the world 
that it might be evangelized ; and now 
He prays for all those who should later 
believe on Him through the Apostles’ 
word, that they might be unified. His 
prophetic eyes look on to the further 
distance. The Church is only tiny as He 
is praying, but it will develop. It will 
spread like the leaven in the dough ; it 
will grow like the mustard seed, out of 
all proportion to its little origin ;. and 
Jesus foresees the day when the Church’s 
portals will be opened to receive rank 
upon rank of newcomers. Through the 
spoken and the written word of the 


prays for them, that they may be unified. 
In verse 21, we read the three petitions 
which He makes. 


(t) ““ That they all may be one, as 
Thou Father art in me and I in 
Thee.” 


(2) *“* That they also may be in us.” 

(3) * That the world may believe that 

ae Thou has sent me.” 
The Pattern of Unity 


“‘ That they may be all one.” When 
the Lord was praying for His disciples 


4 


_He was concerned principally with their 
relationship to the world ; but when 
looking on to the future widening circle — 
of the Church’s fellowship, He is con- 


cerned with their relationship to one 
another. “ That they all may be one.” 


sent 
into the world, but can it really be that 
i ther 


It is difficult for the western mind to — 
understand the preposition “in.”’ It 
conveys to us a misleading spatial idea, 
of something inside something else. 


_ But we can understand its Biblical 


meaning by reminding ourselves of the 
allegory of the Vine and the Branches, 
where the preposition “‘in’’ describes 
such a close union as to involve the 
sharing of a common life. In John 17, 
Jesus is referring to His own union with 
the Father. ‘* As Thou art in me and I 


in Thee.” He. lives because of the 


Father. There is in the Godhead the 
sharing of a common life. As the vine is 
in the branch and the branch in the vine, . 
as the Son is in the Father and the 
Father in the Son, so we are to be “ in ”’- 
one another. We are not just to enjoy a 


| 
i nce even ore 
striking as it places “all and “ one”’ 
in close contrast. “* That they may be 
all one.’ How wonderful is the lofty 
ideal He sets for Himself and the 
Church ! “ That they may be all one, 
readily that the Church might be sent 
and the Son are one ? That the Church's ; 
commission should resemble Christ's 
commission is just understandable. But 
that the Church’s unity should resemble 
the unity of the Godhead is scarcely 
conceivable. | 
| 
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other than the life of God. Our union 
with one another depends on our union 
with the Father and the Son. We are 
only in one another because we are in 
Them. This is the teaching of the New 
Testament (cf. I John 1. 3.). We have 
fellowship with one another because we 
have fellowship with Him. We are in 
one another because we are in Him. 
This truth is dramatically set forth in 
the Lord’s Supper. The bread and wine, 
in which we all share, are emblems of 
Christ's death through which we have 


maintained merely by human adminis- 
tration. It cannot. God is the author of 
the Church’s unity, and it is by being in 


Him that we are one, not by being in the 


World Council. It is dangerous to trust 
in the human work of committees rather 
than in the divine work of the Holy 


‘Spirit to make men one. ‘ As William 


Temple wrote in his Readings in St. 
John’s Gospel: “ The way to the union 
of Christendom does not lie through 
committee-rooms, though there is a 
task of formulation to be done there. 
It lies through personal union with the 
Lord so deep and real as to be com- 


‘parable with His union with the Father.” 


That is Christ’s programme for Chris- 


tian unity. “That they may be one” by _ 


A Witness to the World 


“That the world may believe... .” 
The unity of believers is part of God’s 
eternal purpose, as is also the participa- 
tion of the Church in His life. These 
things are an end in themselves. Never- 
theless they are also a means to an end, 
for the consequence of both is that the 
world may believe. The Church’s 
failure to preserve unity and to manifest 
life are a disgrace to itself, an insult to 


God, and a stambling-block to the | 
_world” How can the world believe when ~ 
the Church contradicts by its life what 


it professes to believe ? If the Church is 
dead and shows no signs of life, and 


if the Church is unloving and harsh and » 
shows no signs of a common life, how 


can the world believe in Christ? The 
Church’s light will shine when its life 
revives and its love burns. 

So Jesus prayed “ that they may bé 
all one, as Thou Father art in Me, and 
lin Thee’’ ; “ that they also may be in 
Us”; “that the world may believe 
that Thou hast sent Me.”’ 


It is for us’ to say Amen. 


“in us”, and our duty in the 
fe. World's Evangslical Alliance and the 


nodding acquaintance with each | 
but to share a common spiritual 
Or 1S 
Sharing the Life of God foster spiritual fellowship and to express | 
That brings us to His second petition. ‘B® Unity which is already there. 3 
“ That they may be also in us.” The A warning is, however, inuplicit in 
first petition, “ that they may be one”’ verse 20. The Church is to be enlarged ' 
supplies the pattern for the unity, “as by the apostolic testimony to Christ. 
the Father is in the Son and the Son in It is “ through their word ” that others 
the’ Father.” The second petition will believe. If it is through their word 4 
supplies the basis for the unity. The that the Church is enlarged, then it is \ 
common life which we share is none not by disregarding that word that 4 
unity is to be achieved. Unity cannot 
be achieved at the expense of truth. It | 
is easy to create a so-<alled unity by 
whittling down Christian belief to the 
lowest common denominator, but this 
is not true unity. True unity is in God, 
but it is also in Truth. 
le, and througn which we are recon- 
ciled to God. 
ie The danger to which the World 
FE Council of Churches is exposed is to 
Ht believe that unity can be created and 
{ 
i 
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THE AGE 


Address given at the Annuhl Meeting of the Alliance, Central Hall, Westminster , 
June 11th, 1952 
By Tue Rev. L. F. E. Wixinson, M.A. 


(Principal of Oak Hill College, Southgate, N.14) 


UST at the time when Elizabeth I 


Mary, her elder half-sister was failing 


* 
_— 


Scriptures, but of writings in general. 
Scholars began to examine the tenets of 
Rome, and the Latin translation of the 
Scriptures which had been in use during 
the Middle Ages was put to the test. 
As these examinations proceeded, and 
as new editions of the Greek and 
Hebrew Scriptures came into existence, 
the eyes of the peoples of Western 
Europe began to be opened ; and so the 
Renaissance led to the rediscovery of 
the Bible. 

I suppose the first thing that affected 
England was the coming into this land 
of the Dutch scholar Erasmus, one of 
the greatest men of the time. Soon he 
gathered round him many of the younger 
scholars of that time, men like Bilney, 
Latimer, Cranmer, Ridley, and Tyndale. 
And from those Bible study circles 
around the Greek Testament, the 
Reformation in this land began to be 
born. It was born of the study of the 
Scriptures. Those famous men who 


started the Reformation here, with the 


exception of Tyndale, who was martyred 
on the Continent, were all burnt at 
Oxford. 

‘Rome at this time had a constant 
supporter in the land of Spain, and also 
in the royal party in France. Soon the 
military power of Spain and the forces 


utmost to stamp out the Huguenots (the 


_ Protestants in France) and the Christian 


believers in the Netherlands ; and for 


the Protestant. cause things . looked 


extremely dark. 
Buc, awey in the hack- 


ground, preparations fora more inten- 


sive Reformation were going on. Many 


of the Protestant -Reformers had been 
driven out of this land, and had taken 


writer wrote : 
ts Though thus the fort was almost gone 
| By cruel assault of enemies bold, 
Yet some within the fort alone 
To God did cry, “ Lord, keep Thy hold.” . 
The God did send his slave Death down | 
Into the Papists’ hosts among, 
Which slew the chiefest in all the town | 
And greatest captains in the throng. 
By this great stroke of mighty Jove | | 
The vehement force of Paps fell, | 
And sent this fort (which is His love) | 
| A godly captain to keep it well. 
| The “godly captain” was Queen | 
Elizabeth ; and the one thing which I 
f want you to notice in that popular song 
: of those days is the deeply religious : 
? note, and the recognition of God in the vs 
affairs of that time. It is an indication 
of the beginning of a religious upsurge | 
that came during the reign of Elizabeth. } 
Now just before we come to the reign, ee ' 
; I want you to think, first of all, of what ; 
| I might call the setting which determined 
: the atmosphere. For when Elizabeth 
: was sitting in restrictive captivity -at- 
Hatfield House, knowing well that : 
: saw that both abroad and nearer home ) 
there were tremendous and overwhein- HR 
ing problems to be faced. 
There were, first of all, the happenings 
which had broken the totalitarian grip 
| of Rome. The first of those had been 
| what is called the Renaissance, a new 
surge of the love of learning, and the ' 
critical: examination. not only of the 
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refuge on the Continent during the reign 
of Mary. Some of them had gone to 
Frankfurt, but the majority of them had 
found refuge in Geneva. Along with 


John Knox and Cartwright, they had 


sat at the feet of John Calvin and under 
his guidance they had studied the 


-- Here was the setting for Elizabeth's 
reign : the Bible known, a totalitarian 
power threatening to envelop her, and 
away on the Continent some almost 
unknown Puritans at work studying the 
Scriptures. It was in a situation like that 


that Queen Elizabeth came to the throne. 


So I speak to you next about the 
Queen who dominated the nation. There 
has been a great deal written about 
Elizabeth ; but it is no mere truism to 
say that without Elizabeth there would 
have been no Elizabethan age. She was 
a remarkable woman. She had been 
much maligned by Papist writers and 
historians and it is true that she was no 


~ The English nation found its soul as 


never before in the reign of this great 
Queen. She mounted the throne at the 
age of twenty-five, having been disci- 
plined in a very bitter school for over ten 
years, when she had lived in the constant 


to send her to her death. Elizabeth 
learned diplomacy during those years, 
and when she came to the throne, she 
rallied such a national enthusiasm that 
she bound together the people as one, 


night before her Coronation, as she was 
proceeding from the Tower to the 
Palace of Westminster, the loyal citizens 


of London had lined ‘Cheapside on 
either side with tableaux which they 
hoped might be an indication and 
suggestion to the young Queen of their 
hopes and desires for the coming reign. 
Queen Elizabeth made a very slow and 
leisurely journey, and as.she passed 
along she looked at one and another of 
the tableaux, until she came to one 
where a young girl was holding a Bible. 
When the Queen stopped, the girl 
stepped forward, and handed her a copy 
of the Scriptures. The crowd watched to 
see what the Queen would do, for this 
was to be a test. Would she discard the 
Scriptures and follow in ‘the line of 
Mary? No, she took the Bible, and 
pressed it to her heart, and declared — 
before the citizens of London that she 
would keep it and read it. And a cheer 
went up from the people, for they. 


Was the new learning. It is an interesting 
thing to notice the kind of buildings in 


high and low, Catholic and Protestant . 
atike. | 

The Queen and the Bible 
Elizabeth's religious views are difficult 
liked ritual and pomp ; but in the re- 
Scriptures. ligious lead which she gave to her people 
she adhered strongly to the Reformation 
position, though she sought to keep the 
mean between the two extremes. 
¥ One interesting fact is that on the 
Queen Elizabeth I 
: archangel. Yet there is no doubt that 
: Queen Elizabeth created in the whole 
| people a passionate loyalty, which was 
i partly personal, and partly national, and 
H wholly English. 
that a new day was dawning. 
Fi a short time afterwards the | 
e ordered that a copy of the 
i threat of death. She had been locked up criptures should be placed in every 
| : in the Tower, expecting at any time to parish church so that “all persons | 
- be led out for execution. She had been might read the same with great humility } 
3 the centre of intrigues and plots of and reverence.” So there was a Queen 
| j various kinds. One false word or action who rallied the nation, and brought it 
i would "have been all that Mary needed together as one. 
+ Now just a word about the reign. Let 
: me remind you of the horizons that , 
i enlarged the vision. First of all, there | 


which a generation is prepared to invest 
its money. If you look back to the 
sixteenth century you will find the Eliza- 
bethans put their money into schools 
and colleges: they longed for new 
learning. To-day the money is put into 
the building of Government houses, 
cinemas, and public-houses. Perhaps that 
is an indication of the age in which we 
live ! But this new learning in Elizabeth's 
age meant that more and more people 
were able to study God's Word. 


Just at that time there came into 
this land something that was quite new 
in the way of Bible production ; it was 
a Bible with verses, and with easy type. 
The Geneva or “ Breeches "’ Bible soon 
found its way into homes throughout 
the land. Incidentally this Bible had 


some rather rude footnotes about~ 


bishops ; but they brought out another 
Bible called The Bishops’ Bible to 
counteract it! The Geneva Bible held 
sway until the Authorized Version was 
published in 1611. Family worship. 
became known, and if father could not 


New Lands 


out in his little ship, and they brought 


back news of the discoveries they had 


made. People began to see new possi- 
bilities. When people get a vision of a 
world that is bigger than their own 
country’s borders, ‘things begin to 
happen. | 4 

There: was also the new national con- 
sciousness. You have only to read the 
writings of this Elizabethan age to see 
the pride which the people had in their 


own land, Listen to Shakespeare : 
This royal throne of kings, this scepter 


This earth of majesty, 
This other Eden, 

This fortress built by patuse for herself 
Against infection and the hand of war, 
This happy breed of men, this little world, 
This ious stone set in a silver sea, 


England had found its soul, and had 
. found it under the leadership of a great 


Queen, and had found it also through 
the inspiration of the Scriptures. 


: The People of a Book 
As I close let me speak of the spirit 
that quickened the soul. For there is 
no doubt as to that: it was the 
message and words of Holy Scripture. 
As John Richard Green, the historian, 


' says in his History of England, it was 


the one English Book that was familiar 
to every Englishman, Here are his 


actual words : “ The whole moral effect 


3 
| 
Or as a moat defensive to a house, J 
Against the envy of less happier lands, ) 
This blessed plot, this earth, this realm, | 
this England. 
Or turn to something else. Sometimes «is 
| you will catch from a schoolboy sorme- 
have preserved a schoolboy Caesar, and 
like a schoolboy’s Caesar of to-day, most 
| writing. On the first page of it is the 
boy’s name, with a little poem after it ; 
and this is what he wrote : 
John Slye—is my name 
And with my pen I writ the same. ; 
read passages from the Geneva Bible. God save Elizabeth, 
There you have a schoolboy praying i 
a for the Queen. And we hear Shake- | 
Not only was there new learning; speare speaking in more resonant. 
new lands were y poy. Soa The opening -phrase and revealing something of the | 
of America, and the t wealth which realization of the national consciousness. ( 
it offered, soon made Englishmen look 
abroad, and catch visions of greater. 
things beyond their homeland. Magellan | 
went round the world, and Drake went 


you from Elizabeth’s reign up to the 


present time. It is, I think, a most 
significant thing in history that whenever 
England has taken the Scriptures to her 
- fpeart and into her life, God has given 


her a place of leadership amongst the 


nations. In Elizabeth's reign, God 
extended our borders, and there was 
joined to us that part of North America 
—Virginia and New England. The 
Scriptures occupied the central place in 
the national life in Cromwell's time, and 


we find new developments in North | 


America. In the reigns of George II and 
George III there was the great Wesleyan 
Revival, when the Scriptures became 
a new power in the heart and soul of 
_ our nation ; and you find that God 
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decision in His Name. This evangelism 
can only be effective where the apostolic 
and prophetic functions of the Church 
have been fulfilled ; otherwise it will 
be an evangelism unrelated to the life of 
men, divorced from the hard and brutal 
realities of a disintegrating world. There 
is no evangelism, nor has there ever been, 
which did not drive the servants of God 
to the place where Christ has been—to 
the stark loneliness of Gethsemane and 
the agony of the Cross... 


4. The Church must be pastoral. 
How often does our evangelism fail 
because we have no pastoral commun- 
ity, no dynamic community of love and 
discipline into which to receive our 
converts ? Time and again we have seen 


souls won) fer Christ withering and. 


within our so-called Christian com- 
munity. 
Such it seems to me, are the demands 


which God is making upon His Church ~— 


in this new Elizabethan age. If we are 
to match the challenge of this time, if 
we are to bring the healing of Christ to 
the nations, it is a hard path by which . 
He asks us to go. His demand remains ; 
“If any man will come after Me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross, 
and follow Me.” Can we refuse His 
challenge, if we ourselves have been to 
Calvary, and if we have understood 
even a tiny fraction of what He did for 
us there ? | | 


Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were an offering far too small ; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
_ Shall have my soul, my life, my all. 


| | 
religious the. tract, the Pistralia, and New Zealand. 
a missionary report, the serrhon, was then It seems as if God said: Now that 
as produced by the Bible alone : and its you ‘have been blessed, here are lands 
ia effect was amazing. The whole temper in which you may be made a blessing. 
| = of the nation felt the change.” Then inthe great spiritual movements 
, Now my last word, for I must carry in Queen Victoria’s reign, we find India 
Africa in anew sense coming within 
‘ the orbit of our empire. I wonder if it 
4 is an indication that England has been : 
Bi squandering her spiritual heritage that 
i in recent years she has been busy con- 
acting out of one section of the Empire | 
Bi after another? For too long we have ~¥ 
| 4 tri¢d to live on the spiritual heritage : 
: that was built up for us in past ages. 
7} We look back, and we long for those 
. great days when England’s soul was 
| glowing, and the heads of Englishmen 
| Dn! were held high. We are overdrawn on 
q our past inheritance. The question we 
| shall have to face in these coming days 
ia is this : Shall we build a new and vital 
4 spiritual heritage in the days of 
Elizabeth II ? 


THE CHURCH’S WITNESS 
THE MODERN WORLD 


An Address given at the Annual Meeting of the Alliance in the Central Hall, 
Westminster, June 11th, 1952 | 


By Tue Rev. Tom ALLAN, M.A. 
(Minister of North Kelvinside Parish Church, Glasgow) 


HE primary aim of the World's 
“Evangelical Alliance is to prociaim 
the living Christ as the sole 
Saviour of mankind. It is my desire 
to-night to examine that aim, that 
fundamental purpose of this Alliance 
against the background of the situation 
in which we live to-day, and to ask this 
simple, but profoundly important ques- 
tion: How is the eternal gospel of God’s 
grace to be communicated to this needy, 
chaotic, and desperate world? How 
_ are we, the appointed anibassadors of 
_ the living Christ, to bring to those for 
whom He has commissioned us, the 
healing, restoring, re-creating grace 
of God ? 
Evangelism—a Rediscovery 
It seems to me that the most signifi- 
_ cant factor in the life of the Church in 
the modern world is the rediscovery of 
the word “ Evangelism,” a rediscovery 
_ Which is being forced upon the Church 
_ by the character of the situation in which 


we live, and in which we are being called truly 
upon to act as Christians. In 1946, just . ’ 
after the War, my own church in One of our greatest perils in this 
Scotland appointed a Commission to modern situation is the tendency 
prepare a statement on the meaning, the amongst~ Christian people to be so 
message, the scope, and the methods of concerned with the mechanics of evan- 
evangelism for the critical days before gelism that the main problem is being 


the Church and the country. Aimost overlooked, or disregarded. I am 
simultaneously the Anglican Church reminded of the story of the American 
produced its Report Towards the Con- professor, Halford Luccock, who, when 
version of England, the title of which by he was a young student, went to preach 
itself is profoundly significant. A in one of the great churches of New 
similar concern to meet the problem York. In the pulpit he found pinned to 
presented by the difficult task of relating the desk a card with these words: 


the Christian message to the complex “What are you trying to do to these 


. 


| 
Rev. Tom Allan | 
conditions of the modern world is being 
| shown by every Communion of the | 
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Christians are faced with to-day. We 
have got to ask, not only, What are we 
trying to do to these people ? but, Who 


. are these people to whom Christ is . 


sending us in this new Elizabethan age ? 
So I want t» look with you for a moment 


_ minded people on earth, with the single 


exception of Scotland. One could wish 


_ that this observation were true. We 


still think of Scotland as being Church- 
_ minded, as being the land of the Book. 
But if we are to be of any value in our 
service to the Lord Christ in this chaotic 
twentieth century, we have tq dispel that 


different to religion ; 10°, are hostile. 
I believe this is the first factor which 


- ‘we must face in this modern world if we 


are going to serve Christ, and be used by 
Him in the communication of His 
matchless gospel—that the things of 


i , God are irrelevant to the life and needs 


I believe the second practical factor 
in this age in which we live is that there 
is a radical down in the life of our 
generation at every level. A year or 
two ago in a Mass Observation report 
of the religious beliefs of the people of 


Ahis country, it was reported that 


are losing interest-in the things 


which used to be accepted fairly widely 
and fairly deeply. Opinion is free: . « 
but the over-all moral of the situation is 
that very many are lost in this wilder- 
ness Of free opinion. They want 
standards, and are at sea without them.” 

There ‘is, surely, no need for me to 
labour this point to intelligent people. 
There is no man or woman in this 
building to-night who has not seen 
something of the corroding acids of the 
modern workd biting deep into every 
aspect of human life and personality. 


There is, thirdly, an immense barrier 


ie people?” That is one of the most Scotland to-day is a semi-pagan land. 
‘ profoundly important questions that we During the past five years my work has 
a, in Scotland, into great cities, int6 the 
¢ slum areas, into comfortable residences 
3 in the west-end, in visitation and evan- ; 
4 gelistic work. I have had the oppor- 
? or two at some of the fundamental regard to the Church life in my own 
4 factors in the modern situation that country; and I have no reason to 
“ confront us as members of the Body of _ believe that the situation in Scotland is 
Re Christ. any different from what it is here in 
: The picture which emerges may not be England. In Scotland some 15° of the 
a pretty one. There may be features in adult population attend church regu- 
és it to which we would prefer to close our larly ; 30% attend church on some 
rn eyes, ghastly and horrifying features. special occasion ; 40-50°/ are totally in- ; 
God led Ezekiel through the grim valley ; 
; of dry bones before the vision came, so 
ys I believe God is leading His Church 
} compelling us to face all the dismal, 
damning, inexorable facts of 
# critical time in which we live. And as 0 vast majority of people in t 
it ~for Ezekiel the valley of dry bones days. 
; became the place of vision, so, in the 
| providence of God, it may be for us. 
5 Scotland To-day 
What, then, are the practical, funda- 
: mental factors in this second Eliza- 
bethan age in which we are called » RR 
4 serve Christ ? This, first of all, that the [i= 
: Church, especially in urban and in- 
t dustrial communities, is largely irrele- 
vant to the life and the needs of the vast 
| majority. of our people. When Reinhold 
f Niebuhr, the distinguished American 
i theologian, came to Scotland, he gave 
ie it as his opinion that the American 
2 people were probably the most Church- 


assumption can be made. Admiral Sir — 


our achievements in secular education, 
religious education seems to me to be 
going backwards. The results I am 
going to quote cover a large number of 
young men, and should give a repre- 
sentative idea. Only 23°, of these young 
men in this Elizabethan age could repeat 
the Lord's Prayer; 72%, knew who 


Those of us who have had experience 
of speaking at open-air meetings know 
exactly what the Admiral was speaking 
about. How often in speaking, in 
seeking to communicate the gospel of 
Christ, have we found ourselves con- 


A Longing for Faith 

There is a fourth factor in the 
situation to-day, and one which I think © 
is the most important of all. In this time 
of breakdown and bewilderment and 
disillusionment, there is a longing, 
inarticulate it may be, and unexpressed, 
in the hearts of men for faith. It is true 
that people to-day are becoming aware 
of the sham and inadequacy of the false 
gods of the modern world. Méen, in 


their loneliness, emptiness and despair, — 


are clamouring for a new faith to fill the 
empty places of the soul. I have said 
that it has been my privilege to carry on 
visitation work in various parts of 
Scotland, and wherever I have gone—in 


who had lost contact with the Faith, and 


who asked how they could find the new 
faith of which I had spoken. I am con- 
vinced that by far the most significant 
factor to-day is this inarticulate longing 
of men and women for faith. 


How has the Church, as a whole, re- 
acted to this situation in which she finds 
herself, a situation which is at once so 
full of baffling difficulties, and so full of 
immense opportunities ? The novelist 
Anatole France is:reported to have said 
towards thé end of his life, “I have 
spent my life twisting dynamite into 
curl-papers.”” And when we compare. 
the “rebel faith of Christ” with the 
timid, shadowy, colourless religion 


which a great many of us profess, we in 


the Church may be guilty of the same 
charge. Is it not a fact that too many 


professing Christians have accepted the. 


secular standards of the world in which 
they live as the basis of ordinary conduct, 
and have turned the all-embracing 
Christian experience into a kind of 
spiritual luxury unrelated to the world 
in which they earn their bread. 

‘This is, I profoundly believe, the 


main reason for so much of our shamb- 


ling incompetence in the Church to-day. 


This is the main reason for our lack of — 


cutting edge in the presentation of the 


gospel, and the main reason for the — 


indifference of the masses; who have 


ceased to regard the Christian faith as — 


a serious alternative to the satanic 
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mind of modern secular man, and the the shepherd's cottage, in the Glasgow | 
of the New Testament. There slums, in the comfortable west-end 
mansion—I have found over and over | 
again lost and lonely people saying, 
as 10 “Sir, we would see Jesus.” | 
ment. Forty years ago one could assume The same is true in broadcasting. A 
that the vast majority of people had, at month or two ago I had the privilege of 
~ east, a working knowledge of the speaking in the People’s Seryice on the 
rudiments of the Faith. To-day no such Light Programme. These services are 
n, “In Britain, fifty per cent of whom are “i 
in Portsmouth, wrote this : “Whatever non-churchgoers. As a result of these 
broadcasts letters came to me from ail 
om of from men women 
Jesus Christ was, but only 39° knew 
| where He was born.” 
Onted WIth This apparently impassavdit 
barrier of bewilderment and ignorance - ; 
of even the most rudimentary facts of : 
the Christian faith. ee 
| 
| 
= 


perate bid to gain the allegiance of the 
modern world. 


God’s Word to His Church 


What, then, is God saying to His 
Church ia this catastrophic time? Is 
there a word for us to-day as we face 
up to the mighty issues which confront 
us, and seek to bring the healing of the 
gospel to a needy world ? I want to read 
three verses from Paul’s Epistle to the 


Ephesians, chapter 4, verses 11-13: 
“ And he gave some apostles : and 


some, prophets ; and some, evangelists : 
and some, pastors and teachers ; for the 


_ perfecting of the saints, for the work of — 


the ministry, for the edifying of the body 
of Christ : till we all come in the unity 


of the faith, and of the knowledge of the 


mighty purpose of God will be fulfilled, 


Church in action doing the will of God ? 
Are we not presented in this passage 
with the fourfold ministry of the Church, 
four inseparable activities of the true 
Church, none of which is valid by itself, 
all of them inter-related, all of them 
essential for the final consummation of 
purpose ? 


1. The Church must be apostolic. The 
apostle is one who is sent, one who 
makes his dwelling among the people to 
whom he has been commissioned. So 
if the Church is to bear witness to the 
mighty acts of God it must enter deeply 
into the life of the world as Christ Him- 


The Voice of the Prophet 
2. The Church has to be prophetic. 


- The prophet is one who not only looks 


forward : he is supremely a man, like 
sees deep into the heart of his own time, 
and brings that time under the judgment 
of the Eternal. The prophet is in the 
world, but not of it. The prophet accepts 
no conventions, is bounded by no 
human standards. At the risk of perse- 
cution, hatred and misunderstanding, he 
maintains his “‘ Thus saith the Lord” 
over against all human values: So if the 
Church is to bear witness to the mighty 
acts of God it must fulfil its prophetic 
task, bringing the whole of life under 
God’s judgment, owning .no allegiance 
but to Christ, its King and Head, tearing 
aside the pretensions, and shams, and 
hypocrisies behind which the world 
seeks to hide itself from the searching 
light of God, exposing the frailty and 
the abysmal emptyness of a world 
without God, a world which has for- 
gotten its Creator. 

3. The Church must be evangelistic 
proclaiming in its fulness the whole 
Gospel of God, and demanding a 

(Concluded un page 74) 


frail temple of this human flesh, and 
4 dwelt as a-Man among men. If the 
ei Church is to be truly apostolic it must 
| live alongside the people for whom 
oe | Christ died, shrinking from no contact 
| with the world, pervading every sphere 
ES of human activity, penetrating every 
“¢ aspect of human experience, bearing 
q with Christ “the burden of the world's 
+ Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ.” 
ve Paul speaks here of the vocation of 
3 the Christian, and the supreme unity of 
¢ the Church, which is the Body of Christ. 
and when we shall “all come in the 
unity of the faith .. . . unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of 
the fulness of Christ.”” Towards this 
great end we are to use the diversity of 
4 gifts that God has given us—*‘ some 
apostles, some prophets, some evan- 
gelists, some pastors.” The more I 
| meditate upon this noble passage the 
| | more I feel that it is saying an important 
| word for us who are members of the 
i Body of Christ in these days. Does it 
not, in fact, present an image of the 
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THE FAR EAST TO-DAY 
A Survey 


By THE Rev. ALEXANDER McLeisu 


VENTS are moving rapidly in Pakistan. This gives a density of 296 
FB inaia The great growth of opposi- per square mile for India and 210 for 
tion parties against Congress rule. Pakistan. In this population literacy 
was revealed at the recent election as a may be about 20 per cent for India and 
real threat to it. Owing to the inability 15 per cent for Pakistan. These are the 
of the Government to solve the country’s basic facts of the environment in which 


difficulties, and the decline in the morale . the Church has to function. Christians, | 
of the administration, discontent is rife both Protestant and ‘Roman Catholic, | 


everywhere. In Madras, Travancore probably number about 10 million, 
and Cochin especially, Congress has roughly 5 million Protestants and 5 
lost catastrophically. It is interesting million Catholics and others. rs 

to note that these areas are the most Foreign workers number 4,744 as 
literate, and also the most Christian, compared with 4,935 in 1940, and 
which may have much to do with the National workers of all grades are over 
present disillusionment at the achieve- 50,000. These operate from 3,603 
- ments of the government. residential centres in India and 413 in 
Yet in difficult circumstances the Pakistan. If it is of interest to the reader, 


Congress Government has done good this represents 4 workers per million 


work, though the forces against it have 
been very great. The food situation 
remains serious ; the growth of popula- 
tion continues to far exceed the 
agricultural and irrigation developments. 
Administrative integrity has been on 


the down grade and all are aware of it. — 


A spirit of fatalism pervades 
country in spite of quite hopeful eff¢ 
‘In some directions. The picture is by 


people over the whole sub-continent. 
The number of Christians given above 
is that of the total community, but of 
the 5 million Protestants only 1} million 
are communicant members. That is the 
real strength of the Church. 


It is interesting to note that there are 
at least 25,000 worshipping groups and 
only 3,549 ordained national pastors. 


no means’ all black, yet-the lack of number 11,323, but they represent a 


coherence of purpose is seen everywhere 
and “independent ’”’ opinion grows. 
Hindu conservatism on the one hand, 
and communism on the other, are both 


lower standard of training. This leaves a 
very large number of groups without 


adequate pastoral help. 


There has been in the last few years a 


for power, and it looks as if the steady decrease in European and Anglo- 


latter might win. The next election 
be crucial. 


Some Statistics 


Indian population to 60,000 of the 


_ former, including all outside races, and 


150,000--of the latter._These go on 
decreasing. 


What are some of the facts of the | Autonomous church bodies have 
situation? The total population of greatly increased during the last ten 
India and Pakistan is now 436,708,624, years and at present number 46 in all. 


which is 13.4 per cent increase in ten Nearly all the older and greater missions 


years for India and 11.9 increase for now work in support of these autono- 


a ‘ 


- 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

Doubtless other evangelistic workers 

| 


mous Churches. There are 99 other Institutions : 
missions and organisations working for It is possible to overdo the quoting 
the establishment of the Church, while of figures showing the strength and ~ 
34 organisations may be described as variety ise in 
auxiliary to the Church. India, and there are many readers to 
The shortage of national leadership whom 
is one of the outstanding problems the great extent and variety of the effort 
revealed by these figures. That is a purtforth. If I say for, example, that 
serious matter for the future. The effect there are 2,428 institutions ranging from 
. Of this comes out in the amount of care 
that can be given to pastoriess groups, 
and in the relative neglect oi youth and 
Sunday school work. A calculation 
which we made is that “ whereas the 
percentage of the population that should 
be touched by the various branches of 
q youth work is 40 per cent, only 11 per 
3 cent of Christian youth has the benefit of 
regular Christian instruction.” That is 


-  @ Very serious situation. 

§ The percentage of literacy in India is 

Be 18 per cent, while that of the Christians 

ag is only 21.5 per cent. But it has to be 
noted that while the general literacy has 
increased 6 per cent, that of the 
ary. Another serious problem is revealed 
here. 


Language Problems 
The many languages of India cons- 
titute sfill a grave problem for Bible 
circulation and literature production. ay 
There are 137 main languages, in only _ __ Spiritual Priorities 
22 of Bible 1S There is a demand, stimulated by the 
obtainable. more there is a : - 
~ complete New Testament. In 40 others experience of China, to cut down every- 
: . thing which does not deal with priorities. 
one or more Bible portions have been All admit that the soiritual state of the 
transiated. This leaves 55 languages in Church is the great priority. Evan- 
which nothing is obtainable. The bi- gelism itself may lose much of its 
lingualiam of great pert of the popula- when the state of the 
oy Seni corsage Church does not support the claims of 
preached in languages which are the Gospel. , 
understood, but there is nothing like . 
having the Bible in the mother tongue. _=§-‘iI heard the opinion of a Hindu 
Literature work has made considerable Professor given to a friend. “I have | 
progress ; there are now 9 producing Hindu, Moslem and Christian students- 
societies and 42 printing presses, while —both men and women—come_to me 
there are 100 distributing depots in continually for tuition and advice. 
India and 1} in Pakistan. © ‘What do I find ? I find that Christians 


| 
integrated into the life of the autono- 
mous churches. This process goes on 
apace. Institutions which depend too 
much for their support on foreign money 
present a difficult problem, and it is 
possible that it will be found that many 
of these cannot be supported by the 
relatively poor Indian Church. There 
has, in fact, been a decrease in their 
number in certain important fields. 
| | 80 


to pay any attention to 


were unable to create the right kind of 


interest in the Bible. They said that the. 
_ call. of the United Bible Societies. 


the Christian fellowship, and it is the- 


witness of a living Church which is the 
The real order of importance’ is the 


‘ 
Bible, the Church, and Evangelism 
(its witness). The Bible, however, is 
primary always, first for our under- 
~ Standing, then for the growth and 
deepening of the fellowship, and finally 
as the heart of all evangelism. 

The reason for the low spiritual state 
of the Church, they said, was ignorance 
and neglect of the Bible. There was 


_ much information abroad regarding its 


contents, but its use as the secret of the 
inspiration of all Christian life and 
witness was woefully absent. . What is 
said here of the Indian Church applies 
to the Church in many lands, not ex- 
cluding our own. When therefore we 
plead for an evangelical witness we have 
to be careful to%explain what we mean, 
for it is not generally understood. 


which are not proving helpful to the 
indigenous Church as it faces its own 
task in its own environment. 


‘What then is the future of the 
foreign missionary in this changing 
scene ? The figure of 65 per cent is 
quoted as that of those missionaries 
who have left India during the last five 
years not to return. I tried to check 
this figure, but found it very difficult 
to do so. No one positively denied it, 
and most were agreed upon a high . 
figure. i 
enced 


are the most dissatisfied ; each one 
tells bad things about other Christians ; 

they are fighting together in their 
churches, and they make a bad im- : 
pression on me. Your religion has very 
high principles and a wonderful Teacher. ; 
but what is the connection between all 
that and the kind of unhappy lives these : 
Christian students live? The life of 

the claims of your religion. Has it no 
power at all? So long as that is what 
we intelligent Hindus see, your ‘ evan- 
gelising * is empty talk. Do you really 
think that India would have remained 
so indifferent if your lives as Christians 
had been all that your religion claims 
they should be? I say it would never 
have done so. Begin with yourseives if 
you wish’ us 
your talk. You have nothing for us if 
it and live it out in our midst.” As this article is mainly a report of 
my recent visit to India, I have enlarged 
that the Christian way of life is more 
important than talk about something ledge. The Direct will tell of 
hot personally possessed. increasing indigenous effort, or the 
maintenance of the many activities of 
Back to the Bible the Church and mission, but these 
The same impression of the plight ¢xternals do not tell us much of the 
of the young people was given by a_ ‘eal state of the Christian Church, for 
group of Christian laymen. They were We have carried more than the Gospel 
agreed as to the lack of knowledge of {0 India, and have burdened it with 
the Christian way of life and laid the _many of our traditions and standards 
was the most urgent of all things to-day 
in India. That was “ back to the Bible.” 
As was stated there, the first need is é 
always knowledge of what the Bible 
has to say. It is the Bible which creates 
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wid > 


the Indian 
a bad example to 


o what 
it is asked, does he not do | 
Why, 


| 
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Church, aiid when you add to British 
divisions those from America x 
Europe, one is not surprised at 

certain degree of resentment in some 
quarters. This is already leading to 
indifference to the claims of denomina- 
tional Churches, or strangely enough 
to the over-emphasis of these claims 
which is just as bad. Some few assert 
that union is only a hash-up of foreign 
denominations and lays a bigger burden 
on them than that of the single denomi- 
nation. The cure may be worse than 


The standards of Christian lifé and 


work is stopped altogether thie demand 


is. soon heard for its resumption, 


a “Including the preaching ! 


A committee for youth work has 
just appointed a full-time worker, half 
of whose time will be available for 
Sunday School work. Many bodies 
are co-operating in this new effort. 

The effects of the massacres of a few 
years ago are still felt in many ways. 
That was a_ story unbelievable 
carnage and precipitous flight by 
millions across the frontiers with India. 
Naturally great tension still remains, 
espécially in these frontier regions. In 
this atmosphere the condition of the 
Christians is far from a happy one, and 


sacrifice need to be raised very greatly there exists a feeling of great insecurity. 


by all concerned. Not resolutions, but 
a revolution is needed to meet the 
difficulties confronting the Indian 


In these Moslem areas the sale of 
the Bible increases, and it is arousing 
deep interest even among students. 
There. have been cases whére the 
preaching associated with medical work 


has been resented, yet when the medical 


Kashmir 

The situation is deteriorating in this 
unhappy State, and the claim of Sheikh 
Abdullah that Kashmir is not a State 
of India, but an independent republic 
with certain treaty understandings with 
India, has caused considerable con- 
sternation in Indian circles. The 
Sheikh will have neither India nor 
Pakistan as overlords, and this has 
given a new turn to the whole business. 
As it is scarcely likely that India will 
use force, one cannot even guess now 


_ What will be the end of this quarrel. 


Burma 
Burma occupies a key position 
between India, China, Thailand and 
Malaya, and its precarious situation 
gives much reason for disquiet, more 
so than is generally stated. The 
Government does not function over 


’ considerable areas. The unpopularity 


of the Karens with the Burmese and 
the fact that the vast majority of the 
Christians are Karens is a weakness to 
the Christian cause. If disorder con- 
tinues in the outlying provinces, the . 
state of the country will deteriorate. 
India fears the spread of communism 
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the disease, it is being said, and this | 
was to me an unexpected angle on 

Indian feeling on this question. : 

is 

Church to-day. 

The result of previous medical work ; 

along the frontier areas is widespread ‘ 

and has led to significant responses, .. 

: especially in Sind. Thousands want +S 

to be baptised, but there are too few 4 

: ‘workers to teach them. Very quickly if 

the available workers become absorbed > 

in teaching the recently baptized and oe 

enquirers, and this leaves no one free es t 

for pioneer evangelism. In the centre | 

of Sind 4,000 have been baptized, and t 

here again it is reported that this work ‘ 

cannot be followed up owing to scarcity ‘a 

of workers. This does not seem to * 

square with all we have been learning 

about the spontaneous expansion of 

the Church, and it may be that different 

progress. 
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inly urban .(97 cent) and 
Schools ‘throughout the still mainly ur | 
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It remains true that the 


It is doubtful whether the small Church 
is ready to do so. 


China 


I met in India a few months ago - 
and 


of the last 


FE 


affairs was reduced to not 


being another 


demand that members denounce one 
to the authorities for 
“ imperialism or uncommunistic 
sympathies. They spent hours on end 
listening to doctrinisation lectures till 
they were worn out. Well built mission 
institutions were pounced upon and put 
to other uses. People could still get 
together for worship, but the time was 
chosen for propaganda lectures. All 
were now controlled and used for the 
purposes of the new rulers. | ——— 


Those who have escaped state em- 
phatically that there is nothing Christian 


about communism, a claim one some-_ 


times hears in India. They described 
the deadly process. of indoctrinisation, 
the purging of congregations whose 
members had to condemn one another, 


the murder of those who showed any 


independence of mind, and the terror 


-which was falling as a dark cloud upon 


Great misery is caused by the continual 


the people. The “ party ’’_members_ 


alone benefited. The distribution of 
land was a colossal swindle. Fifty per 
cent of the produce was taken in taxes, 
twenty-five more was filched by the 
party officials, and the result was real 


‘starvation such as even traditional 


Elsewhere in East Asia the Church 
culties and nothing can be done from 
the outside to bring any help to them. 


Conclusion 


As pointed out in a previous review, 
more than half the area of Asia is now 
closed to the Gospel and nearly *half 
the people cut off. What is happening 
there at present must be related to 


what has already happened if we are 


to be realistic about the future. All 
observers agree that the outlook is 


precarious and the present opportunity 


\ a fleeting one. In such circumstances, 
it is asked, what does the wise Christian _ 


_- 


struggles on under unprecedented diffi- 


there are few accessions rural 
intelligensia 
"and the middie classes are 
reached, but the peasantry so far are , 
little touched. Dr. Kagawa reports | 
great response in these areas, but this : 
does not yet show up in any Church . 
statistics. There are 500,000 Christians : 
to-day as compared with only 300,000 : 
not so long ago. The population has 
grown to 83 millions. 
The sales of the Bible steadily | 
increase. I heard a Japanese Christian 
worker speak of the Church, but while : 
he said that nearly all the main | 
churches continue hold 
the United Church Japan, threw 
_ very little light on the question of how 
independence of the country. There is : 
a religious vacuum and some feel that , 
a revived Shintoism will try to fill it. | 
agreed as 
The activi 
being grad China had never known. a 
— 
fortunes. They were subject to mum | 
tinual pressure and had fo endure all | 
the machinery of propaganda and. 
suspicion. One of my informants said 
not even visit the Bible Society head- 
quarters in Shanghai, and another fF 
found all his business connections 
disappear. 
| churches is bad. Their members have ; 
| to undergo all ‘kinds of persecution, 
and while numbers had defaulted, Fee 
; 
85 


laid 


od the High Church 
i 
i of c 
8 
iis 
writ 
tint 
i- 
| 


J 


to a deeper reverence in worship, a sublimer 3 
concept of holiness, and a greater dedica- a 
1841. x 
it was in t i 
ie, 1840-X : 
bive into a 
is 
nation of 
and com 
not excit 
| 
OF.GOD, 
Charch Mz 
written 
we 
mtle book 
Dr. 
the Glory ¢ 700 
chapters on 
yand in (i) t 
ial grandeur 
and love is 
that 
the manger 
Mount of T 
as on 
and the: | 
a the light 
ory of God 
Dr. Coggan 
of the Speec 
the Son of | 
of the Son of 
“ Glory of the 
ihe book 
of At 
“G of God m 2 
i 


aie 


: 
2 


4 
AM 


4 


ow 


— 


= = 


2 


commend this study not 


° 


fication for which “ Keswick " stands, and 
provides biographical sketches of some of 


the Convention leaders of former days. 

The book is well written, fully and 
accurately annotated, and will doubtless 
serve as an authoritative work of reference 
to the Keswick movement for many 


to come. Mr. Fred Mitchell tes * 


CHRIST'S HOPE OF THE KINGDOM, 
by ALEXANDER MCcLEIsH. 
Dominion Press, 6s.) 


It is a particular pleasure to commend 
to our readers this book by a missionary 
statesman and leader whose contributions 
to the pages of EVANGELICAL CHRISTEN- 
pom’ during the past two or three years 
have been deeply appreciated. But we 


Mr. McLeish’'s associations with this 


journal: still more do we commend it 


because of its intrinsic value and the all- 
it presents to the 


| Church of our day to further and fulfil its 


missionary obligation. For as Dr. John 
Mackay says in his foreword to this book, 
“Though the time of the Kingdom's 


(World 


simply because of 


a 


 jilustrated. 


the burden of Christ’s teaching of the 
Kingdom.” . 


to re-examine the priorities : 
Church to-day in the light of its divine 
commission and its ultimate Hope. 
THE NEW TESTAMENT, translated by 


CHARLES KINGSLEY WILLIAMS. 
(Longmans Green, 8s. 6d.) 


In this translation of the New Testament 


language of the New Testament, and for 
this reason he has restricted himself to a 
voca of some 2,000 words. This 


» 2 


The translation reads 2 
always lucid, and on the whole is an 
accurate rendering of the Greek. There 
are, inevitably, details on which we shall 


London Journey, by F. H. WRINTMORE 
(London. City Mission, 1s.) | 
A fascinating account of 
Extremely readable beautifully 


Envoys of Peace, by J. E. Fenn. (B. & F. 
Bible Society, 1s.) 

The Bible Society’s popular report for 
1952 is as attractive as ever, packed with 
information about the distribution of the 
Scriptures in all parts of the world. 
Changing Patiern, by RutH ALLCOCK. 

(C.M.S., 1s. 3d.) 
issionary iety for 1951-52, ing 
the work in Africa, the Middle East. 


India and Pakistan, and East Asia. 


into “ plain Mr. Williams offers 
us the fruit more than twenty years 
study and research, based on his experi- 
ence as a Methodist missionary in India 
and Africa. His design is to ify the 
imited of the English 
not all agree, ng 
7% does not appear to be altogether adequate. 
com is known to no man, NM wi Presse’ 
certainly not come at the close of For example, to justify (dikaio) is trans- 
| fristrated Christian effort ; it will rather ‘ated to “ deliver " —a word which scarcely 
come at the close of the Church's obedience  Comveys the positive concept of justifica- 
on a worid scale to the commission of 
Ww 
- has been prepared. If it serves to intro-. 
ke duce such a reader to the New Testament 
Fo and to render its message intelligible to 
him, it will perform a very valuable 
| function and will amply reward Mr. 
| Williams for all the pains he has taken. 
| OTHER BOOKS RECEIVED 
cosmic event-to the present task of the 
| Church in the evangelization of the nations 
and the creation of the baptized community 
Mr. McLeish is emphatic that the Chur —— 
task “cannot be just enthusiasm for 
| evangelism, which is sometimes equated 
with missionary obligation. It is much 
more than..that. It is the whole impact of 
the Church on the world whereby it seeks 
to extend itself. It is rooted in the whole 
idea of the Kingdom of God.” This 
| relation of the Church to the Kingdom 
| must never be lost to view. The Church’s 
| ultimate end is “ nothing less than the 
| inauguration of another order of life under 
| the untrammelied® Rule’ of God, which is 


